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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


To the Men of 


the Disarmament Conference 


Tives UP the words of Jesus, 


Ye statesmen, sorely vexed 
By rival goals and counter claims,— 
There is no other text. 
All other proclamations 
Heard by a world of strife 
Are void and vain: take up again 
The burning words of life. 


Exalt the mind of Jesus. 

No crafty thought will do; 

The waking peoples of the earth 
Will search your meaning through. 
The more august your phrases, 
The more they doubt the scheme: 
Men will be cold until ye hold 

The golden rule supreme. 


Turn to the love of Jesus. 

There is no other peace, 

No other plan from murderous greed 
To bring the world release. 

No trade in oil or cotton— 

O be it understood— 

Can stay from hence the growing sense 
Of human brotherhood. 


When ye have strewn to oceans 
With shattered ship and plane, 
What end is won, what good is done, 
If human hates remain? 

Give to the deep your navies, 

Your arsenals to the flame. 

Without good will, the world is still 
A shambles and a shame. 


Follow the life of Jesus. 
He walked the hostile earth 


With simple deeds of service clean 
To measure human worth. 

No race, no creed, no station 

To him was last or first: 

No land was great except the state 
For righteousness athirst. 


Who now will rise among you 

To dare those heights sublime 
To which the whole creation calls 
The conscience of our time! 

Who now will cry: ‘No parley 

Of niggard gain or loss, 

While o’er the scene the Nazarene 
Still hangs upon the cross!” 


LESLIE PINCKNEY HILL 


The Stability of the Church 


HEN ONE SINGS today the old 

\ \ hymn containing the line, ‘Thy 

church is praying yet, a thousand 
years the same,” he is tempted to feel that it 
was wishful thinking rather than a realistic 
survey which directed the poet’s pen. As a 
matter of fact, however, there is solid truth as 
well as poetry in the idea that churches endure 
when other institutions, superficially more 
impressive, come to untimely ends. 

According to Mr. Roger Babson, the well- 
known statistician, the business houses in exist- 
ence in New England a century ago have had a 
surprisingly large mortality. On the other hand, 
the churches during a history of 100 years have 
shown a remarkable rate of survival. Certainly 
the New England Church has been more stable 
than New England business. 

A study recently made by A. C. Marts, Pres- 
ident of Marts & Lundy, Inc., a financial cam- 
paign organization in New York, gives further 
and more widespread evidence that the Church 
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is the most hardy of all institutions. During the 
past three years, according to Mr. Marts’ fig- 
ures, one out of every twenty-two business and 
industrial concerns went into bankruptcy. Of 
the banks, one out of every six has closed. Yet 
only one in every 2,344 churches has had to 
shut its doors. Educational and charitable 
institutions, though showing a higher survival 
rate than business and finance, fall far below 
the record of the Church. One out of every 
forty colleges has been eliminated as a result 
of the depression; the rate for hospitals is one 
in every forty-five. 

Mr. Marts concludes that there are two main 
reasons for this remarkable record: 

“The first is that our churches, colleges, and 
hospitals have been far more conservative in 
their expansion plans than business.” There 
is, for example, only a ten per cent aggregate 
debt on all America’s 210,000 church edifices 
and only four per cent aggregate debt on the 
property and endowments of our 680 colleges. 
The second chief reason for the high survival 
rate, Mr. Marts claims, is the unselfish attitude 
of ministers, college faculties, and hospital 
workers toward their salaries. 

More important, in our judgment, than 
either of the two factors mentioned by Mr. 
Marts is the loyalty and continuing generosity 
of Christian people who support the Church 
and the institutions of Christian philanthropy 
through adversity as well as in time of pros- 
perity. Going deeper still, the Church en- 
dures,—despite all its limitations and weak- 
nesses,—because it has a message of God which 
people need more than they need anything else 
in the world. 


W hat Price Militarism? 


ILITARY preparations come high. The 
United States is spending practically 


two million dollars every twenty-four 
hours on the maintenance of its army and navy. 
Additional millions are being spent daily upon 
other phases of our military establishment. 
And this at a time when the nation is confront- 
ed with the most serious financial emergency 
in its entire history. 

According to a recent analysis by David 
Lawrence, distinguished editor of the United 
States Daily, the Federal budget, as proposed 
for the fiscal year which begins next July, 
amounts to approximately three and a half 
billion dollars. He estimates that of this sum 
“exactly $2,200,000,000 is directly due to war. 
This is made up of $1,260,000,000 in interest 
and sinking fund on the public debt and 
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$931,000,000 as the cost of veterans.” (The 
House of Representatives, on February 2, 
approved raising the veterans’ appropriation to 
$966,838 ,634.) 

When you subtract the annual installment 
being paid by the tax-payer to liquidate the 
wars of yesterday, there remains practically 
$1,369,000,000 for the governmental expenses. 
Of this remaining sum the Army and Navy, 
according to Mr. Lawrence’s figures, will re- 
quire, for maintenance purposes, $584,000,000. 
$141,000,000 is appropriated for public works, 
$40,000,000 for the District of Columbia, and 
$67,000,000 for the Post Office deficit. A little 
addition and subtraction will reveal the fact 
that, out of a proposed budget of three and 
one-half billions of dollars, only $545,000,000 
is appropriated for the strictly civil functions 
of our Government. 

Mr. Lawrence then points out that the pro- 
posed cost of the civil establishments in the 
new budget will be almost entirely met “by the 
taxes on cigars and cigarettes and by miscel- 
laneous fees, so that, if you like, you can con- 
sider that all your income taxes together with 
all the revenues from imports and other sources 
go to pay the cost of past and future wars and 
the special expenses that have arisen in con- 
nection with the economic depression.” 

Practically all of the larger nations are simi- 
larly committed to financial policies of military 
extravagance. In the presence of starvation 
and despair, the nations go on pouring out 
their resources on liquidating past wars and 
preparing for future wars. Is it any wonder 
that the Churches of Christ in America and in 
other lands insist that an international agree- 
ment be arrived at, providing for a drastic 
reduction of military expenditures? 


The Open Door for Evangelism 


HESE DIFFICULT days through which 

‘ we are passing have been opening some 

doors more widely even though others 
close tightly. One door that has been flung 
open wide is the opportunity for evangelism. 
The need has never been more urgent, nor the 
call more insistent. The fears and perplexities 
of the present hour are bringing to many a 
deeper sense of spiritual need and a longing for 
the spiritual realities found in the Gospel of 
Christ. 

The night of the world may be the day of 
the Church. A lighthouse is not for bright 
days and a cloudless sky, but for dark nights 
and tossing seas, when lost seamen need the 
sure direction of a guiding light. 
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The present, with Easter near, demands a 
Church renewed and revived. But we cannot 
give out that which we do not first possess. The 
Church must know, before the Church can tell. 
As a lad said to his chaplain during the great 
war, just before one of the battles, ‘Chaplain, 
tell us about God! It is your business; you 
ought to know.” ‘The creed of every Christian 
these days should be the blind man’s creed: 
“T know that whereas I was blind, now I see.” 

Larger and more comprehensive evangelistic 
programs are needed to meet our present situa- 
tion. Too many programs possess no sky and 
have small horizons. The enlargement must 
begin in evangelistic pulpits, occupied by men 
who really expect to change lives. Charles E. 
Jefferson said recently before a group of min- 
isters that ‘“‘the evangelistic note in many pul- 
pits these days is very faint.” And an evan- 
gelistic pulpit must be a movable, not a sta- 
tionary, thing. It must be set up through the 
week in homes, shops, and stores, where indi- 
viduals can be talked to personally. 

The churches of America should go through 
this open door of evangelism unitedly. Kip- 
ling’s saying, “The strength of the pack is the 
wolf, and the strength of the wolf is the pack,” 
must be understood and acted upon. If this is 
done, the word of the Spirit to the ancient 
church at Philadelphia will be found to be still 
true today, ‘‘Behold I have set before you an 
open door, and no man can shut it.” 


When Social Problems 


Become Christian Problems 


ECURRING TRAGEDIES in the coal 
mines, with scores of men buried alive 

as the result of explosions, come as a 

sharp reminder to the Christian conscience that 
it is not possible to love one’s neighbor as one- 
self in the complexities of an industrial civiliza- 
tion without being concerned to discover the 
causes of such cruel accidents and to partici- 
pate in constructive social legislation for pre- 
venting them. It is conceded by all that it is 
the Church’s business to bury the dead and to 
care for the widows and orphans. Is it merely 
a problem of “sociology” to prevent the explo- 


sions which rob wives of their husbands and’ 


children of their fathers? Is not this also a 
task of Christian love? 

The engineers have devised an effective 
method of preventing coal mine explosions. 
The sprinkling of rock-dust over the tracks and 
workings lays the coal dust and at small cost 


prevents explosions or at any rate confines ex- 
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plosions to small areas rather than allowing 
them to spread throughout the mine with 
shocking loss of life. Nineteen states in the 
bituminous coal areas have as yet failed to 
protect miners by laws compelling the precau- 
tion of rock-dusting.* Explosions continue to 
occur. The churches are still burying the dead. 

What is true of the coal mines is essentially 
true of many industries in different ways. 
Christianity exalts womanhood and teaches a 
special tenderness for childhood. Is it, then, 
merely a problem of “sociology” or a concern 
of the Christian religion as well to discover the 
truth about the conditions under which women 
toil and children are exploited for profit? Is it 
not the task of evangelism and the duty of 
every pastor to safeguard the members of the 
Church from the amazed surprise with which 
some who considered themselves faithful but 
had not concerned themselves with the need of 
their fellow-men were obliged to reply to the 
Great Judge in Jesus’ parable of the Judgment 
Day, “When saw we Thee... .?” Are not 
careful study and social action by the churches 
the indispensable handmaidens of evangelism 
in a complex social order in which it is not 
possible really to love our neighbors without 
taking thought to discover the facts. about 
them, and participating in effective measures 
to safeguard their lives and welfare? 


The Local Church and Unemployment 


SPECIAL ISSUE of Information Serv- 
Avie (February 18, 1933), published by 

the Federal Council’s Department of 
Research and Education, on “The Local 
Church and Unemployment,” gives a detailed 
account of varied unemployment programs. 

The material, gathered from reports and 
first-hand studies made by the Industrial Sec- 
retary of the Federal Council, describes the 
work of representative churches along lines of 
moral and spiritual help, direct relief, correla- 
tion with social agencies and community relief, 
employment placement, recreational and edu- 
cational programs, social legislation, and “‘self- 
help and barter” projects. 

Copies of this most informing document may 
be had at five cents a single copy; $3.50 a hun- 
dred, $8.00 a thousand, plus postage. We 
believe that those concerned with the churches’ 
responsibility in connection with unemploy- 
ment will be grateful to the BULLETIN for call- 
ing their attention to this study. 


*For full information regarding rock-dusting, write the American 
Associatien for Labor Legislation, 131 East 23rd Street, New York 
City. 
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United—We Stand! 


By ALBERT W. BEAVEN 
President, Federal Council of Churches 


E MAY AS WELL realize that, if we ever 

\ \ could afford the luxury of a purely denom- 

inationally planned Christian program, we 
cannot afford it now. The task we face is too hard 
and the forces against us too powerful for us to take 
any chance on wasting any of our strength on friction 
or doing the same piece of work twice. Too many 
necessary sections of the field are having to be aban- 
doned to justify us in being content to see two divisions 
of our army competing on a field where one can do 
the work. 

The forces that fight the fight of Christianity across 
the world face no child’s play in the days that are 
ahead. It is going to be an Armageddon. Secularism 
is not the foe of life in the Orient alone; it has steadily 
crept into our American life until it has undermined 
many of the old loyalties by which men live. It has 
torn loose men’s anchors of faith and confidence in 
certain realities, and thousands are adrift, spiritual 
and moral derelicts. The result is that in mature men 
we have a confusion and hopelessness which is ap- 
palling, and our youth are being reared in an atmos- 
phere that ignores certain great sanctions and convic- 


tions which alone give life any meaning. We face 
tendencies toward a modern paganism which threaten 
most of what has traditionally made American life 
rich and worthful. 

The gravity of the situation brings an almost sacred 
obligation to carry on our work with the greatest effi- 
ciency. We cannot afford to waste our resources in 
fighting or misunderstanding each other. We cannot 
use our strength to beat friends, when it is needed to 
conquer foes. Every argument in the present situation 
is an argument for Christians to present a united front 
to our common enemies. The nature of our situation 
dictates our strategy. It must be one of whole-hearted 
codperation if we are to win. Competitive or individu- 
alistic denominational playing-alone spells defeat. 

This does not mean the abandonment of values 
which each group has, nor even of the grouping itself, 
necessarily; but it does mean that we must increasingly 
learn the art.of codperative action. The agencies of 
interdenominational planning must be greatly strength- 
ened and the areas of our mutual endeavor rapidly 
broadened. This is our day of visitation; are we big 
enough to see it? 


Race Relations Sunday Highlights 


probably their largest expression of any one time 

on Race Relations Sunday, February 12. Most 
significant in calling attention to this day and its pur- 
pose was the proclamation of Governor Edwin C. John- 
son of Colorado, to the effect that 


[otety GOODWILL and fellowship found 


“Whereas, the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, through its Committee on Race Relations, has desig- 
nated the week beginning Sunday, February 12, as Race Rela- 
tions Week, and 

“Whereas the Committee has requested churches and other 
organizations interested in the promotion of better understand- 
ing among the different racial groups that make up our citizen- 
ship to take note of the occasion and observe it in a fitting 
manner, 

“Therefore, I, Edwin C. Johnson, Governor of the State of 
Colorado, do hereby set apart the week of February 12-18, 
inclusive, as Race Relations Week for consideration of inter- 
racial relations.” 


Colorado news reports state that this is the first 
time such recognition has been given to the move- 
ment for goodwill and understanding between the 
races. 

From reports thus far received from other com- 
munities, the day was widely observed. In twenty- 
four cities and from two national studios special mes- 


sages and music appropriate to the day were broadcast. 
Churches of both races in hundreds of communities 
exchanged pulpits, choirs, and speakers. Plainfield, 
N. J.; Madison, N. J.; Detroit, New York, and Brook- 
lyn report large activity in that connection. Mass meet- 
ings were held in several large cities for renewed em- 
phasis on interracial matters. In some cities the day 
was the beginning of a week’s schedule. 


GEorGIA BICENTENNIAL 


The two hundredth anniversary of the establishment 
of the colony of Georgia, which began on February 12, 
is attracting attention in church circles, not only in 
Georgia, but throughout the country. The Administra- 
tive Committee of the Federal Council has recognized 
the importance of the occasion and has called attention 
to two factors which give the event religious significance. 
These are: first, the humanitarian interest of General 
Oglethorpe in the founding of the new colony; and, 
second, the prominent place occupied by Georgia in the 
early work of John Wesley. 

Further information can be secured by addressing 
Albert R. Rogers, Executive Secretary of the Commis- 
sion, Atlanta National Bank Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
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That One Face 


A Lenten Meditation 


URING Christmas 
week I saw in one 
of the galleries in 

New York many paintings 
of Christ. I had stepped 
in to see one particular 
painting. I remained to 
behold many, and tarried 
long. What gripped me 
was that, of the hundreds 
of conceptions of Him set 
forth by love-filled artists, 
none has ever had to carry 
name or title. Every be- 
holder senses immediately 
that this purports to be 
“That one Face.” Possibly 
certain select souls have 
had inner visions of that 
Face which are truer to life 
than any mere photograph 
could be. 


“That Face! that One Face! far 
from vanish, rather grows 

Become my universe that feels 
and knows.” 


In a quiet and beautiful room, removed from all the 
other paintings, I found the new portrayal named 
“Nazarene,” or “The Christ Triumphant,” recently 
completed by Colonel Henry Stanley Todd. Doing 
portraits for thirty years of outstanding men, masters 
among men, he greatly desired to transfer to canvas 
his inner picture of the Master of all men. A number 
of unfinished canvases in his chapel-studio tell the story 
of desire and failure. Last summer came the days in 
which, to quote the words of his minister and friend, 
“after long preparation and technical mastery, making 
this opus possible, came the white heat of creative com- 
position in which its elements were evidently fused.” 
I have heard, bit by bit, the story of how the Christ 
grew within him—the war, his part in the alleviation of 
its sorrow, his companying long days and nights with 
the written story of Jesus, his calling upon all that was 
within him to try to make known to the world a Christ 
Triumphant. 

Appreciation of the painting calls for quiet devotion. 
Here is revealed strength, in a face set for the Cross. 
But in that strength there is charm; “You know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus.” Here is courage, shining with 
a wizardry of background which suggests the Cross that 
lifts up every head. As I stood gazing upon the paint- 


THE NAZARENE. BY HENRY STANLEY TODD 


ing, the words came instinc- 
tively — “Lord, lift Thou 
up the light of Thy count- 
enance upon me.” 


“Not life or death, with ail 
their agitation 

Shall thence remove us, if we 
see Thy Face.” 


The effect of the paint- 
ing is, at first startling. It 
is so unusual a conception 
they placed it in a room 
alone, at the galleries. It 
belongs alone. 

This artist has seen 
something very wonderful. 
Whether his painting ap- 
proximates that face divine 
I know not. I only know 
that God has come nearer 
in these days to many, as 
they have looked .on this 
face in the picture, and 
they have gone away surer 
that “they shall see His 
face.” 

CHARLES HAppON BLOoM. 

(A circular, giving the story of Henry Stanley Todd’s paint- 
ing, “Nazarene,” prepared by Mr. Bloom, will be mailed to 
anyone requesting it; but kindly enclose a three-cent stamp. 
Rev. Charles H. Bloom, New York Federation of Churches, 71 
West 23rd Street, New York. Mr. Bloom is acting as curator 


of the painting, accompanying it to exhibitions in the city 
churches. ) 


“TDavIpD AND THE R. O. T. C.” 


This is the latest title of the “Brief Summaries for 
Busy Men and Women,” issued by the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Department of International Justice and Goodwill. 
Like the others, it is a popular, informal discussion, this 
number dealing with the pros and cons of compulsory 
military training. 

Other topics discussed in the series include Repara- 
tions and Debts, the World Court, the League of Na- 
tions, the Monroe Doctrine, the China-Japan Conflict, 
the Christian and the Patriot, Security, and Sanctions. 

Single copies, 3 cents; ten in an envelope, 25 cents; 
one hundred sent to one address, $1.50, except for 
“David and the R. O. T. C.,” which is $2.00 a hundred. 

Pastors of local churches and other leaders of local 
groups are finding the series so helpful that they are 
ordering copies for all their members. 
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Conscience Triumphs in Maryland and Ohio 


ruling of the Superior Court of Baltimore in 
which the University of Maryland was instruct- 
ed to reinstate and exempt from drill a Methodist 
freshman who had been suspended because of his con- 
scientious objection to military training. 
Ennis H. Coale, of Bel Air, Maryland, a member of 
a rural Methodist church, last fall enrolled as a fresh- 
man at the University of Maryland. He refused, on 
the ground of conscience, to enroll in the R.O.T.C. 
The University attempted to show that the R.O.T.C. 
was an educational and not a military institution. It 
was also contended that Methodists were not entitled 
to the same rights of conscience as are accorded to 
Quakers. The Court decided against the University 
authorities. In his decision the presiding judge took a 
position consistent in spirit and principle with the action 
taken by many church bodies. The Court said: 


(sss of te Christians will rejoice in the 


“. , . An analysis of the resolution of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church adopted in 1932 ...and a comparison of said 
resolution with the quotation from the Book of Discipline of 
the Society of Friends (supplied in the evidence) reveals no 
essential difference between the religious tenets of the Society 
of Friends and the Methodist Episcopal Church on this ques- 
tion. ... The Court, therefore, has no difficulty in finding that, 
tested pragmatically, the rule of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the rule of the Society of Friends are identical. 

“Under the past and present rules and practices of the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, a student who is a member of the Society 
of Friends and requests to be excused from taking any and all 
parts of the course in military training is so excused... It is 
deemed proper to say that the exemption granted by the Uni- 
versity to members of the Society of Friends is not a matter of 
grace, but a matter of right, resting upon the fundamental law 
of the State and nation. ... 


“Tf religious conscientious objectors are excluded from their 
State-supported university except upon pain of relinquishing 
their religious beliefs and principles, then a religious test has 
been imposed as a condition of their enjoyment of its educa- 
tional privileges.” 


In Ohio, John P. Klassen, a Bluffton College profes- 
sor, was admitted to citizenship despite the fact that he 
qualified his oath of allegiance to the United States by a 
declaration that he could not, in view of his religious 
convictions, bear arms. 

This case is likely to precipitate fresh litigation before 
the Supreme Court. In this instance, the presiding 
judge said: 

“The Constitution provides for religious liberty; then we 
make rules that all citizens must bear arms. In a case like this, 
the rule is contrary to the Constitution’s guarantee of religious 
freedom. In all our past wars we have allowed our conscien- 
tious objectors to serve in the Red Cross or some other body, 
which does not carry arms, and probably will do so in the 
future. So why impose future obligations when we don’t intend 
to enforce them?” 


The Federal Council of Churches, at its Quadrennial 


Meeting in Indianapolis, last December, reaffirmed its 
position with respect to the rights of conscience. The 
Council said: 

“God alone is Lord of the conscience. We hold, therefore, 
that citizenship should not be conditioned upon the willingness 
to bear arms, contrary to conscience, or to take part as a war 
combatant, in contradiction to moral convictions. We believe 
that to base citizenship upon such a test is not only unjust to 
the individual, but contrary to public welfare and in conflict 
with the ideals of a nation into whose very structure the prin- 
ciple of political and religious liberty has been built. Our 
country needs citizens who unswervingly follow the dictates of 
conscience, making allegiance to God the supreme guide to life 
and conduct. Since sixty-two nations have, in the Pact of Paris, 
renounced war and pledged themselves to seek only the methods 
of peace in the settlement of their controversies, applicants for 
citizenship should not be required to make pledges that conflict 
with the spirit and intent of this Pact. We recommend such 
changes in the present laws of the land that citizenship shall 
not be conditioned upon the willingness to bear arms. Civilian 
educational institutions should not make military instruction 
compulsory.” 


Arms Embargo Measure Hits Snag 


The proposal to invest the President with authority 
to place an embargo on arms to nations that resort to 
war in violation of their peace treaties is meeting with 
stiff resistance in congressional circles. A resolution 
incorporating the President’s suggestions was approved, 
without debate, by the Senate. On the very next day, 
Senator Bingham of Connecticut moved that the Senate 
reconsider its action. What the Senate’s final action 
will be is a matter of considerable doubt. The House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, on February 15, en- 
dorsed, with certain modifications, the proposed grant 
of Presidential power to impose an arms embargo, but 
it was explicitly provided that this grant of power be 
confined to the Western Hemisphere. 

Senator Borah, according to a Washington dispatch 
to the New York Times, under date of February 8, 
1933, said: 


“I am perfectly aware that when it was mooted that this 
resolution would come before the Senate the munition factories . 
in the United States, with their usual celerity, moved upon the 
powers that be to prevent any message from being sent in at 
all, and I am informed that for a long time delayed action upon 
the resolution; but I was not aware that there was any opposi- 
tion anywhere from any source except those who were engaged 
in selling munitions of war.” 


Meanwhile, steps are being taken at Geneva and else- 
where to curb the traffic in arms. This “death racket” 
has at last been placed upon the defensive. ‘‘Patrioteers” 
who have financial connections with armament firms 
and who stand to increase their private fortunes when 
war is threatened cannot permanently deceive the 
public, nor can private armament interests forever 
obstruct the peace efforts of their own governments. 
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Toward Fuller Cooperation in State Areas 


of the International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation, held in Chicago, February 13-14, a 
statement was adopted looking toward the development 
of more effective interdenominational codperation in 
state areas. The resolution, adopted on recommenda- 
tion from the International and National Executives 
Section, is in line with the development in Connecticut, 
where the Council of Religious Education and the Fed- 
eration of Churches have united in a single organization 
known as the Connecticut Council of Churches and Reli- 
gious Education. It is also in line with the more recent 
proposal in Nebraska, where a definite plan has been 
submitted to the denominations for expanding the state 
Council of Christian Education into an interdenomina- 
tional body which shall represent the churches of the 
state in their cooperative approach both to religious 
education and to other important tasks of the churches. 
The action of the International Council of Religious 
Education, as adopted on February 13, is as follows: 


A T THE MEETING of the Executive Committee 


“That the International Council of Religious Education look 
with favor on the closer integration of interdenominational agen- 
cies within the respective states; that where found advisable the 


functions of the state council of religious education might be 
expanded to include other phases of interdenominational co- 
operation; that in states where other interdenominational agen- 
cies exist, such as a federation of churches, steps might be taken, 
if found mutually desirable, looking to the integration of the 
several interdenominational programs under a new organization 
with competent educational leadership, that shall maintain satis- 
factory auxiliary relations with the International Council as set 
forth in the By-Laws of the International Council, and that 
shall conserve the essential interests and functions of all and 
meet the needs of the Christian forces within the respective 
states.” 


If the point of view of this recommendation comes 
to be worked out in an increasing number of states, it 
may be expected to mark a new stage in Christian co- 
operation in this country, putting the strength of the 
International Council of Religious Education, the Home 
Missions Council, and the Federal Council of the 
Churches behind all the codperative interests of local 
and state areas. 

On Friday evening, February 10, a Decade Dinner 
was held at the Hotel LaSalle, Chicago, marking the 
completion of ten years of successful codperative work 
of the International Council of Religious Education 
under the leadership of Hugh S. Magill. 


Churches Rejoice in Reopening of Disarmanent Conference 


HEN THE WORLD Disarmament Confer- 

\ \ ence recently resumed its deliberations, the 

officers of the Federal Council, in keeping 

with the official action of the Council, wrote a letter to 

the Right Honorable Arthur Henderson, President of 
the Conference, saying: 


“We rejoice in the agreements reached in December by five 
leading Powers whereby Germany returns to the Conference 
on the basis of equality, and we confidently expect these agree- 
ments to be carried through by provisions whereby the nations 
which defined weapons of aggression when disarming Germany 
will accept for themselves the implications of that procedure.” 


In commenting on the Federal Council’s disarmament 
policies, as outlined in the Memorial to the Churches 
adopted at Indianapolis in December, the Council’s 
officers further said: 


“These principles represent, we believe, the thinking of the 
vast majority of the responsible Christian people of the United 
States. The Churches of the United States generally believe 
that the nations that adhered to the Kellogg-Briand Pact should 
prepare for peace, not war. This can best be done, in our 
judgment, by cutting loose from precedent and boldly initiating 
a policy of drastic armament reductions.” 


The Department of International Justice and Good- 
will has sent “A Message on Disarmament” to the 
American Interorganization Council in Geneva, made 
up of the representatives of various peace agencies. 
Basing its statement upon the Indianapolis Memorial 
to the Churches, the message said: 


“We heartily agree with the proposals to increase the security 
of the nations by the complete abolition (or very drastic reduc- 
tion) of weapons particularly designed for aggression, such as 
tanks, submarines, monster mobile guns, military and naval 
airplanes. We shall be deeply disappointed if these goals are 
not achieved by the Conference. 

“We believe that the vast majority of thoughtful people in 
the United States would welcome agreements for the reduction, 
by at least one-third, of all land, sea, and air armaments. We 
also favor the strict control of private manufacture of and 
traffic in munitions of war and refusal of credit and other 
financial assistance to nations that resort to war or to force in 
violation of their pledges under the Pact of Paris and other 
treaties. 

“We believe that agreements should be adopted, not only for 
the complete abolition of bombing from the air and all use of 
poison gases and disease germs, but also for the complete aban- 
donment of all preparations for the same and of all govern- 
mental and private appropriations for such preparations. The 
mere knowledge that neighbors are making preparations for 
such methods of violence will seriously affect mutual confidence 
and goodwill and render resort to war more certain and war 
itself more terrible for civilian populations.” 


“The Preacher’s Morning Watch” 

This is the title of the most recent publication of 
the Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism. It 
has been prepared by Bishop Ralph S. Cushman of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. It strongly emphasizes the 
maintenance of the minister’s own spiritual life through 
a daily practice of prayer and meditation. Copies can 
be secured at five cents each from the Federal Council. 
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STATE CONVOCATIONS FOSTER UNITY 


continue to grow in influence as a means for 
developing the fellowship of the clergymen. 

The first convocation of the pastors of Missouri 
under their own direction was held at Sedalia, Mo., 
February 6-8. The home missionary superintendents 
and other church officials codperated with the Sedalia 
Ministerial Association in sponsoring the convocation. 
It was unanimously voted to hold another convocation 
next year. A committee was appointed to study the 
state with a view to recommending some plan a year 
hence looking to more efficient codperation of the 
Protestant organizations of the State. Dr. Charles E. 
Jefferson was the Convocation Preacher. 

Nebraska held its third, and largest, state convoca- 
tion of ministers, under the auspices of the Nebraska 
Council of Christian Education, in Lincoln, January 
16-18. In spite of economic conditions, the attendance 
was very large. The spirit of fellowship was strong. 
Nearly 500 ministers from fifteen denominations 
attended, many coming long distances, representing 
forty-five counties. The leaders included Dr. John 
Timothy Stone, Dr. E. Guy Cutshall, Dr. Roy B. Guild, 
President Albert W. Beaven, Bishop J. A. Gregg, Dr. 
W. H. Virgin, Bishop E. V. Shayler, Dr. Charles W. 
Brewbaker, Dr. Forrest L. Knapp, and Dr. Jesse M. 
Bader. Two commissions reported, one under Dr. 
Edwin B. Dean, on codperation between the church and 
the public school; the other under Dr. A. V. King, on 
church coéperation. The convocation voted to ask the 
denominations of the state to take steps to make the 
Nebraska Council of Christian Education, the only 
existing codperative agency, into a Council of Churches 
and Christian Education. 

The third Kansas Convocation held at Topeka, Jan- 
uary 16-18, had the largest attendance yet secured. It 
was voted to meet in Wichita in 1934. This convoca- 
tion is held under the auspices of the Kansas Council 
of Churches, which depends entirely on volunteer lead- 
ership. The following resolution reveals the attitude 
of the convocation toward a more effective codperative 
program: 


Tc STATE CONVOCATIONS of ministers 


“That a joint committee be appointed to study the rela- 
tionship between the Council of Religious Education and the 
Council of Churches of Kansas; that that committee be urged 
to pursue its work and bring a report with recommendations to 
the next meeting of the Convocation.” 


The Ohie Pastors’ Convocation, which has had a 
notable record for a dozen years, was held in Columbus 
during the first week of February. It felt the effect of 
the depression on the attendance, but the interest was 
undiminished. The general theme was “Evangelism— 
Vitalizing Life.” Charles E. Jefferson, G. Bromley 
Oxnam and Harry F. Ward were among the speakers 
whose addresses made a deep impression. Rev. Harry 


T. Trust of Mansfield, O., was elected Chairman of the 
1934 Convocation. 

The Fourth Annual State Convention of the Penn- 
sylvania Council of Churches was held on January 30 
and 31 in the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, Har- 
risburg. The convention had a total attendance of over 
eight hundred, representing twenty-one denominations. 

The convention theme was “A Dynamic Church for 
a Distressed World.” On the first evening, Rev. Ralph 
W. Sockman, of the Madison Avenue Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, New York, brought a message on “The 
Church and Social Justice.” The closing messages were 
given by Rev. William Hiram Foulkes, of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Newark, N. J., Chairman of the 
Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism. 

During the day sessions there were five periods in 
charge of the commissions representing the Five-Point 
Program of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches: 
Comity and Missions, Evangelism, Christian Education, 
Social Service, International Relations, including World 
Peace, Interracial Relations, and World-Wide Evan- 
gelization. 

Five simultaneous conferences were also held in five 
downtown churches on different phases of the same 
program, and in addition there was a Women’s Confer- 
ence on Interdenominational Work, followed by a 
luncheon round-table at which Miss Anne Seesholtz, 
Executive Secretary of the Council of Women for Home 
Missions, was one of the speakers. Women were 
present representing almost every county in the state. 


Swedish Churches Unite World Interests 

The Swedish Ecumenical Committee, which now rep- 
resents inclusively the three world Christian move- 
ments—the Universal Christian Council, the Faith and 
Order Continuation Committee, and the World Alli- 
ance for Friendship Through the Churches—has re- 
cently elected Archbishop Erling Eidem as its chair- 
man. Archbishop Eidem is a successor of the late 
Nathan Sdderblom whose name and fame were wide 
throughout the Christian world. 

The chairman of the greatest Free Church organiza- 
tion in Sweden, Dr. Axel Andersson, and Professor 
K. W. Westman, formerly a missionary in China, 
are the vice-chairmen of the Committee, while the sec- 
retary is Pastor ‘Nils Karlstr6m, who was for five years 
the secretary of Archbishop Sdderblom. The Com- 
mittee was scheduled to hold its first annual meeting 
on the 24th and 25th of February in Stockholm, where 
one of the main subjects of consideration was to be 
the widespread propaganda of the “godless.” Inter- 
nationally minded Christians will watch with great 
interest the forward steps taken in Sweden through a 
closer alignment than has been possible elsewhere of 
the agencies of peace and unity. 
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No Lynching in Forty States During 1932 


1932 without a recorded lynching, as shown by 
the Honor Roll of States free from the evil, an- 
nounced by the Federal Council’s Department of Race 
Relations. This is an increase of one state over 1930 
and over 1931; it is three fewer than 1929. The total 
number of lynchings during 1932 was eight—the 
smallest number in any year since records have been 
kept. Five states—Arkansas, Kansas, Kentucky, Ohio, 
and Virginia—formerly on the Honor Roll, lost their 
places in 1932. Six other states—Alabama, Maryland, 
Missouri, North Dakota, Tennessee and West Virginia— 
which had lost their places on the Honor Roll in pre- 
ceding years regained them in 1932. The State of 
Mississippi is on the Honor Roll this year for the first 
time. Florida is now the only state that has not at 
some time been on the Roll. 
“A growing tendency toward prevention of the evil 
is indicated in two significant developments,” according 
to Dr. Haynes, executive secretary of the department. 


Fes: STATES OF the Union passed through 


Lenten Aids for Devotional Life 


The Fellowship of Prayer for the 1933 Lenten season 
has been in great demand in nearly all communions in 
all parts of the country. Its daily scripture readings, 
meditations, and prayers are found to minister richly 
to the spirit of self-examination, aspiration, and faith 
which are in full keeping with the spirit of Lent. 

This year’s edition of the Fellowship of Prayer, 
written by Professor Gaius Glenn Atkins, of Auburn 
Theological Seminary, is characterized both by deep 
spiritual insight and by exceptional literary quality. 

A large number of local churches have ordered the 
Fellowship of Prayer in sufficient quantities to place it 
in the hands of every family. As a result of its great 
circulation, running into the hundreds of thousands 
through its use in many denominations, the Fellowship 
of Prayer is offered at an unusually low figure. Although 
a booklet of thirty-two pages, its price is only 3 cents 
per single copy, 2 cents per copy if ordered in quantities 
of twenty-five or more. 

The Fellowship of Prayer has had a history of more 
than a decade. It was originally launched on the initia- 
tive of Rev. Frederick L. Fagley, who in 1919 became 
Secretary of the Congregational Commission on Evan- 
gelism. At first intended as an aid in the observance 
of Lent in that denomination alone, it made such an 
impression in other circles as well that the Commission 
on Evangelism most generously arranged to make the 
contribution available for all the groups comprising the 
Federal Council of the Churches, an arrangement which 
has been continued ever since. 


“One is the fact, as reported by the Department of 
Records and Research of Tuskegee Institute, that there 
were 31 instances in 1932 in which officers of the law 
prevented lynchings, four of them in Northern and 
twenty-seven in Southern states. In 1931 there were 
57 such preventions. Another trend that grew stronger 
last year was the vigilance of the press, of the churches, 
and of the people of the several states who try to pro- 
tect their own territory from the acts of lynchers. 
Notable along this line was the activity of the Associa- 
tion of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynch- 
ing, which has state councils in all of the thirteen south- 
ern states.” 

A summary of the lynching situation since 1929 dis- 
closes the following: 


1929 1930 1931 1932 
Total of states free from lynching... 43 39 39 40 


Total number of victims of lynching 10 21 13 8 
Race of victims— 
Wilt eters cee enone oe roe es 3 1 1 2 
IN CPT Ole Se beeen ee kn ae 7 20 12 


Another devotional booklet which has been gratefully 
welcomed, especially in Presbyterian circles, is the 
monthly publication known as Today. Each number 
contains a verse from Scripture, a meditation and a 
prayer for every day of the month. Each month’s issue 
is prepared by a different author. The little magazine 
is published on a subscription basis at 60 cents a year, 
5 cents a copy, by the Westminster Press, Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia. It is a happy indication of the 
increasing interest in the cultivation of the spiritual life 
that Today has already reached a point where it is self- 
sustaining financially. 


Stanley Jones to Be in United States 


Under the auspices of the missionary boards co- 
operating in the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, a series of united meetings is to be held in 
about fifteen cities during April for the purpose of 
giving a fresh presentation of the missionary cause. 
The leader of the visiting team will be Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones of India, well-known in this country by his 
volumes, “The Christ of the Indian Road,” “The Christ 
of Every Road,” and “The Christ of the Mount.” An- 
other of the distinguished leaders who will be included 
among the speakers is Dr. Samuel Higginbottom, whose 
work for the agricultural reconstruction of India is 
known far outside of missionary circles. 

The Home Base secretaries of twenty-three mission 
boards are planning a unified educational approach to 
the country during the coming Fall, with provision for 
twenty-five missionary conferences in the larger cities. 
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Winter Conferences on Evangelism — 

During the week of January 16-20, eight cities were 
visited by the denominational secretaries for evan- 
gelism, or their representatives, cooperating as a team. 
The cities were: Kansas City, Mo.; Kansas City, 
Kansas; Des Moines; Topeka; Denver; Colorado 
Springs; Lincoln; and Pueblo. At Lincoln and Topeka, 
where the pastors were in their state convocations, the 
team of speakers furnished the program for the last 
session of each convocation. During the entire week, 
a total of 1,135 ministers were present in the confer- 
ences, besides many laymen. 

On January 30, a team of eight, representing as many 
communions, held a one-day County Conference in 
Scranton, Pa. There were 76 ministers present at the 
morning and noon session. Five simultaneous meetings 
were held throughout the county in the evening. 

A conference was held in Richmond, Va., on Feb- 
ruary 13 with 86 ministers present. Dr. L. N. Glaze- 
brook (Episcopal) and Dr. C. C. Rasmussen (Lutheran) 
of Washington, D. C., accompanied Dr. Jesse M. Bader 
of the Federal Council to help in this conference. 

In Ohio during the week of February 20-24, a series 
of fifty county conferences were held. The Ohio Coun- 
cil of Churches furnished ten speakers from the state 
and the Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism, 
with the codperation of several communions, furnished 
ten speakers from without the state. These men were 
teamed by twos—each team visiting a county a day. 

For some years an Evangelistic Retreat and Confer- 
ence has been held at Northfield, Mass., under the 
auspices of the Department of Evangelism. Feeling 
the need this year for a more central place, the Depart- 
ment has decided to hold the meeting in Pittsburgh, 
April 19-21, at the William Penn Hotel. 


New Manual on Church Attendance 

Under the title, “As Was His Custom,” a suggestive 
manual on church attendance has just been published 
by the Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism. 
This booklet of sixteen pages, prepared by a committee 
of which Dr. William F. Klein was chairman, aims to 
give the pastor materials which will be helpful in both 
an inspirational and a practical way. It includes sug- 
gestions growing out of the study of church attendance 

TO-DA THE DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINE 

FOR EVERYDAY 

. . “is quickening the devotional life 


of our people,” writes Dr. C. L. Goodell, Executive 
Secretary of Federal Council’s Commission on 
Evangelism. ‘We hope its circulation may be in- 


creased a hundredfold. Wherever it goes it will 
do great good.” Monthly—$1.00 for two years; 
one year, 60 cents. 


For free sample copies address 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
423-V Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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in the Congregational body, as made by a committee 
headed by Roger Babson, suggestions as to cultivating 
church attendance on the part of Sunday school pupils 
by Dr. Robert M. Hopkins, and reports from pastors 
as to methods used in several local churches. 

The manual can be had at the small price of sixty 
cents per dozen, or $5.00 per hundred. 


INDUSTRIAL CONFERENCES 

Two industrial conferences of special interest have 
been held recently under church auspices. On January 
23 an all-day conference on “The Church and Industry 
in New England” was held at Willimantic, Conn., under 
the auspices of the Regional Committee on Social Re- 
lations of the Congregational and Christian Churches, 
with an attendance of over 200 ministers. There were 
addresses on “Industry Today” by James Myers, In- 
dustrial Secretary of the Federal Council, and Hubert 
Herring, Secretary of the Congregational Department 
of Social Relations. The Labor Commissioner of the 
State spoke on the sweat-shop evil; Prof. Phillips 
Bradley and Prof. Ralph Harlow discussed “The 
Responsibility of the Churches.” In the afternoon, 
the Conference was divided into discussion groups on 
various phases of unemployment and industrial prob- 
lems. The vigorous interest of the delegates attests to 
an awakened concern on the part of the churches and 
also to the effectiveness of the organization of the state 
and regional Social Relations Committees which the 
Congregationalists have developed. 

Another important conference of interest was held 
in Boston, on February 20, under the auspices of the 
Greater Boston Federation of Churches, especially for 
ministers and social workers, on “Facing the Economic 
Crisis.” Speakers included Mayor James M. Curley, 
prominent ministers and social workers, State Labor 
Commissioner Smith, the Secretary of the*Massachu- 
setts Federation of Labor, and James Myers, Industrial 
Secretary of the Federal Council of Churches. Mr. 
Myers described the self-help movement among the 
unemployed. The Conference was concluded in the 
evening by an address on “A Prophetic Call to Society” 
by Bishop Francis J. McConnell. 


A PILGRIMAGE TO ANCIENT 
SHRINES OF OLD WORLD 
CULTURE 
Following the 14th Quadrennial Meeting of the 


World Alliance of 


Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 


Two Sailings: June 10 and June 21 


For information address: 


WORLD ACQUAINTANCE TRAVEL, Inc. 


56 WEST 45th ST. Dept. F. NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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News of Christian Cooperation 


Chicago Sets Up 
Another Milestone 


On January 30, the Chicago Church 
Federation observed the completion of 
twenty-five years of coOperative service. 
Up until 1912, the Federation was only 
a union of delegates from the various min- 
isterial groups, but since 1907, the move- 
ment of church cooperation has been def- 
initely under way. The Bulletin of the 
Chicago Church Federation for February 
presents an impressive summary of the 
history of a quarter of a century. It is a 
demonstration of the practicability of 
inter-church federation in a great city and 
of the increased strength that has come to 
every church through the solidarity and 
fellowship brought about by the federated 
movement, 

Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General 
Secretary of the Federal Council, gave the 
address at the meeting of the Ministers’ 
Association of the city, at which the anni- 
versary was observed. 


California Federation 


Loses Dr. Larkin 


Rev. F. M. Larkin, Executive Secretary 
of the Church Federation of California, 
died suddenly of heart-failure on January 
30. His passing leaves a serious gap in 
the ranks of coOperative church workers. 

After being ordained to the ministry of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1892, 
Dr. Larkin served as pastor in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco and subsequently was 
Superintendent of Los Angeles District. 


AMONG 


Christian Unity in Practice 
and Prophecy 
By Cartes S. MACFARLAND 


Macmillan Co. 1933. $2.75 


(Dr. Macfarland is Book Review Editor 
of the Buttetiy. For this issue, however, 
without his knowledge, his regular reviews 
have been laid aside and the space devoted 
te a contributed review of his own new 
book.—Editor.) 


If anyone has the equipment to write 
both historically and prophetically about 
Christian unity, it is Dr. Charles S. Mac- 
farland, General Secretary Emeritus of the 
Federal Council of Churches. For over 


From 1913-24, he was editor of the Cali- 
fornia Christian Advocate. On resigning 
this position, he became the executive of 
the coOperative work for the State of Cali- 
fornia, a position which he held up to the 
time of his death. 


Codperative Work 
In Des Moines 


Mrs. Decie F. Dunkley has resigned as 
Executive Secretary of the Council of 
Churches of the Des Moines (Iowa) Area 
to return to her earlier home in California. 
She has been the first secretary of the Des 
Moines Council. Two facts stand out 
prominently in the well-balanced work that 
has been done. The first has been in the 
field of religious education, maintaining 
the fine traditions of the Des Moines 
Council of Religious Education, out of 
which the Council of Churches developed. 
The second has been in the field of admin- 
istration. Mrs. Dunkley will leave Des 
Moines with the Council a well estab- 
lished factor in the religious life of Iowa. 


Cleveland Churches_ 


Experiment in Union 


With the ultimate merger of the two 
congregations in view as a possible out- 
come, Grace Presbyterian Church and the 
Community Church, both of Lakewood, a 
suburb of Cleveland, Ohio, are carrying 
on a six months’ experimental period in 
which common services are being held each 
Sunday morning. Rev. Frank H. Nelson, 
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pastor of the Community Church, is min- 
istering to the combined congregations. 

In the State of Ohio there have already 
been over 160 consolidations similar to the 
one contemplated in Lakewood. Most of 
these consolidations, however, have been 
in rural areas. The experiment in Lake- 
wood is exceptional because it is dealing 
with a suburban community with more 
than normal resources. 


Portland Studies More Efficient 
Methods of Church Work 


Over four hundred officers, representing 
thirty-five churches of Portland, Oregon, 
attended an interdenominational confer- 
ence held under the auspices of the Port- 
land Council of Churches, on January 15, 
for the purpose of studying better methods 
in local church work. The leader of the 
conference was Dr. Frederick A. Agar. 
Among the striking facts which he brought 
out as a result of his clinical studies of 
twenty years were the following: 

The average number of church members 
who attend church regularly is thirty-four 
per cent. 

Approximately twelve per cent of the 
average church membership consists of 
children fifteen years old or over. 

Only seven per cent of the money raised 
through church support comes through the 
loose collection, so that the fifty per cent 
or more of members who do not make a 
definite pledge play an exceedingly slight 
part in the maintenance of the Church’s 
work. 

About seventy per cent of the members 
of the church do not engage in any def- 
inite service to the church. 


THE BEST NEW BOOKS 


twenty years he has been identified with 
practically every organization expressing 
the unity already existing and has been a 
leader in every new organization working 
for the unifying of the churches. As Sec- 
retary of the Federal Council during most 
of this period, he devoted himself to find- 
ing ways to give expression to the unity 
already existing and to seeking, by ever 
finding new ways of common service, to 
build up a unity greatly surpassing any 
this country before has known. He now 
gives us, out of his rich experience, the 
most comprehensive survey of the whole 
progress of Christian unity that has yet 
appeared, an equally comprekensive report 
on its present operation and a prophecy 
as to the path it must take in the future. 


The book will convey to the average 
reader real amazement at the progress that 
has been made and the amount of service 
now being rendered to the world by the 
communions acting cooperatively as one 
Church. 

Until I had read this book I had not 
realized—at least, consciously realized— 
how great a unity there actually had been 
for two generations, how widely it was 
finding expression, how rapidly it is grow- 
ing in our day. Dr. Macfarland rightfully 
emphasizes this spirit of unity, which was 
already existing and only needed instru- 
ments and organizations for its expression. 
In the opening chapters he points out how 
it first found expression in organizations of 
individual Christians of the various com- 


pendent on a Divine Father. 
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munions, as in the Evangelical Alliance. 
Those were large-souled and prophetic men 
in the Alliance and it was not long before 
they began to seek organization of the 
churches themselves for common service 
and to meet unitedly the foes of good and 
to Christianize unitedly the social, indus- 
trial, and international order. The result 
was the Federal Council and the various 
councils of missionary and educational 
boards. Naturally, a great deal of space 
is given to the genesis of the Federal 
Council, since it is the greatest and most 
efficient organization of the churches for 
united service that has come into being. 
Not only has it developed the spirit of 
unity in our country, but it has had great 
influence in Europe and out of it has come 
the world organization, the Universal 
Christian Council for Life and Work, 
which is really a sort of Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ on an interna- 
tional scale. 

Although Dr. Macfarland is seemingly 
convinced that the quickest and most prac- 
tical approach to organic unity is along 
the lines of united doing, rather than by 
discussion, yet he gives due space to the 
movements for organic unity, based upon 
endeavors to find a common faith and 
order by conference and discussion. He 
cites the several instances where commu- 
nions holding an almost identical faith and 
ecclesiastical organization have already 
united or are in process of uniting, and is 
optimistic about the coming organic union 
of more of these groups. He also dis- 
cusses at fair length the World Conference 
on Faith and Order, but he is not opti- 
mistic about speedy results from Lausanne, 
feeling that union cannot come on the 
basis of the ancient creeds or by the uni- 
versal acceptance of those theories of the 
priesthood and sacraments firmly held by 
some of the participating communions. I 
am myself inclined to feel that more 
progress was made at Lausanne toward 
foundations for unity than Dr. Macfarland 
grants. The air was cleared, mutual knewl- 
edge of the convictions of others and 
respect for them came out of it; the real 
obstacles to be removed were envisaged 
and mutual understanding, which is a pre- 
requisite of union, came out of it. But 
Dr. Macfarland may be right in feeling 
that before the communions can reach a 
common ground on all these theological 
and ecclesiastical convictions, there must 
be much more unity in service, worship 
and work. I am quite sure that he is 
right in insisting that federation is a help 
toward organic unity rather than an 
obstacle. 

Dr. Macfarland is conscious of the many 
obstacles in the way and fully enumerates 
them. The really final and perhaps im- 
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passable obstacle is that of sacraments and 
all that they imply. On the one hand, we 
have the Catholic conception of Chris- 
tianity, with its seat of authority in the 
Church and the creeds the Church has 
produced, its belief in the divine origin of 
the ministry as well as of the Church, 
and that ministry a continuous ministry in 
historical as well as spiritual succession, 
and of grace through the sacraments ad- 
ministered by that ministry. On the other 
hand, we have the Protestant or Evan- 
gelical conception, with the Bible—and 
more lately, individual religious experi- 
ences also—as the seat of authority, with 
the priesthood of all believers, a ministry 
rising out of the congregation instead of 
being imposed upon it, grace freely coming 
to the individual without mediation of 
priesthood or sacrament, and the Church 
the voluntary association of believers. Be- 
tween these two groups a great gulf is 
fixed and I cannot sometimes see how it is 
to be bridged. Perhaps unity will come 
through all Christians being forced to unite 
in a holy crusade against some evil that 
may threaten the very existence of the 
Church—perhaps it will come when all of 
us come to that point which a friend of 
mine, a great continental Bishop, told me 
he had reached, when he said he held 
both the Catholic and Evangelical convic- 
tions im toto. He believed what both 
groups believed, and he was not joking. 
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